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Protestantism, though gaming ground, was still unpopular out-
side London in 1547, and so were some of the new landlords who
had succeeded to the monastic lands. Cranmer produced the
famous first Prayer Book of Edward VI in English, and the book
was detested as an innovation. There were risings in Devon
and Cornwall and the Protector Somerset fell from power, driven
out by the profiteers, who feared for their property, and by the
reforming bishops, who feared for their sees. The next govern-
ment was vile: a group of profiteers headed by John Dudley,
Duke of Northumberland, who married his son to Lady Jane
Grey, whom Edward VI had recognized as his heir. The
English people, however, had other views. Edward died in
i5533 and Queen Mary succeeded. Her reign is an interlude,
remembered for her marriage to Philip II of Spain, her
temporary restoration of the old religion, and her persecution
of the Protestants. The only interest of the reign to the secular
historian is as an illustration of the quickening tempo of politics
and the hardening of the lines of demarcation. The State had
learnt the technique of swift and decisive action and men
expected no quarter from it. Reformer and counter-reformer
had done their work and done it according to their conscience
well. The clergy, Catholics and Protestants, now knew where
they stood. None of Henry VIIPs bishops made their peace
with the pope when the old religion came back. Only one of
Mary's bishops accepted the Elizabethan version of Protest-
antism. That Mary's persecution, and particularly the burning
of Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, left England more Protestant
than before is often said but it is not for that reason true. It
was the new centralized state, not the Protestant religion, which
was compelling in its effects* It was the new scepticism a,s
much as the new faith which made England Protestant. Eliza-
beth was the arch-sceptic. She had conformed during her
sister's reign, but for her own security as queen she could not
support the Church which declared her illegitimate and therefore
without title to her throne. She was compelled to support and
be supported by Protestants, and there were many able and
sincere men ready waiting to fill the vacant sees. But the
Parliament men, who had voted the pope back once they were
assured that they could keep the monastic lands and on